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which contains the story of the village goddess Arntna-
varu, now worshipped as Ankamma. The stc-ry is
recited by the Asadis during the annual festivals. It is
a strange, rambling tale, full of weird details, describing
the birth of the newer deities. Brahma, Siva, and VJshp::,
and the struggle that ensued between the rival religions.
It is not improbable that it describes an attempt on the
part of the Brahmass to suppknt the worship of the
village deity by the new cults and the revival of the
primitive religion through some epidemic or ether
disasters. A bad epidemic of small-pox c-r uh-.-lera. just
at the time when the newer forms of worship bad caused
the old deities to be neglected, would be quite sufficient
to revive their popularity and give rise to a fantastic
myth describing the event The myth begins by des-
cribing the extreme antiquity of Ammavarn. '4Even
before the existence of the four Yugss, j'.f. ages, before
the birth of the nine Brahrnans, when sleep did not exist
in towns and villages, when the Yugas had no time,
before the birth of Mahesvara (i\f. great God, a title of
Siva), before the appearance of sky and lightning,
before the birth of Gautama Buddha and the sages,
before the appearance of Satyasagara,1 before the
appearance of water reservoirs, such as tanks and
lakes, when there were no roads, streets or lanes to
towns and villages, before the creation of the world,
even before the coming into existence of wells to be
defiled by the spittle of fishes, and before the Xarayaga"
Ammavaru came into existence, three eggs were laid
by Ammavani in the sea of milk, one by one in three
successive ages* The egg laid first got spoilt, the next
filled with air, and only the third was hatched. This
egg had three compartments, from which came the
Trimurti,3 Brahma, Yish$n and Siva. The lower half
of the egg was transformed into the earth and the tipper
half became the sky. The king, who was the avatara,
1 Satyasagara = Ocean of truth*
*  Narayaga is the term used for httman sacrifice; Narayaga
Ammavarn is the goddess worshipped by btunan sacrifice
*  See above, p, 24 a,